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1: Introduction 
From data submitted by the national authorities to the European Commission, between 1991 
and 1995 the European Union1) fishing fleet decreased from 101 337 to 93 809 vessels (-
7.4%), from 2 084 to 2 024 tonnes (-2.9%) in terms of the Gross Tonnage and from 8 449 to 
7 662 million watts (-9.3%) in terms of the power of the main engine (see Table 1 and Fig. 1). 
Table 1: European Union Fishing Fleet: 1991-95 
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Number of vessels 
Total tonnage (000 tonnes) 





















Source: Eurostat/DG XIV 
2: The fishing fleets of EU Member States 
The contribution of Member States to the total fleet is shown in table 2. Greece has the 
largest number of fishing vessels (20 328 in 1995, 22% of the total) in front of Spain (18 482 
in 1995, 20% of the total ). Three other Member States, Italy, Portugal and the UK contribute 
more than 10% to the total number. Looking at the contribution to the total tonnage and the 
total power of the fishing fleet, the picture is rather different. Spain makes the largest 
contribution (32% for tonnage, 21% for power in 1995) followed by Italy and the United 
Kingdom. Greece makes a much smaller contribution (only 6% for tonnage and 9% for 
power in 1995). This reflects the fact that the average size of fishing vessels in Greece (5.8 
tonnes and 32 Kw engine power) is very much less than in Spain (35.5 tonnes and 88 Kw 
engine power). 
l> In this report, European Community totals exclude Austria, Finland and Sweden. Comparable data on the structure of 
the fishing fleets of these countries prior to their accession to the EU are unavailable. 
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Between 1991 and 1995 the reported number of fishing vessels decreased in all Member 
States except Denmark and Germany. The increase in the number of German vessels was 
due to the integration of the fishing fleet of the former DDR. However the resultant 
substantial increase in the number of smaller vessels was not reflected in a similar increase 
in the total tonnage or the total power of the fleet due to the withdrawal from the fleet of a 
relatively smaller number of larger vessels (see section 3 of this report). The increase in the 
number of Danish vessels is due entirely to the inclusion for the first time in the vessel file of 
vessels of less than 5 tonnes. Again the withdrawal from the fleet of a smaller number of 
larger vessels resulted in an overall decrease in the total tonnage and total power of the 
Danish fishing fleet. 
The Portuguese fleet was the one to show the largest decrease in all three parameters 
(number, total tonnage and total power): -17%, -32% and -20% respectively. Relatively large 
decreases in total tonnage and total power were also seen in the Danish and Belgian fishing 
fleets. However, the differences between the change in total power and total power for many 
of the remaining countries suggest that the tonnage of a vessel and its engine power are not 
directly related. 











































































































Source: Eurostat/DG XIV 
3: Size of national fishing fleets by length classes. 
Vessels of under 12m in length predominate in the European Union fishing fleet, making up 
77% of the total in number in 1995 (see Fig. 3). This proportion has not changed significantly 
since 1991. The proportion of smaller vessels in individual Member States (see Table 3) 
varies considerably, ranging from very high (93% in Spain and 91% in Portugal) to very small 
(1% in Belgium and 21% in the Netherlands) in 1995. The only significant differences from 
the situation in 1991 are the increase from 56% to 77% in Denmark (due to the inclusion in 
the file of vessels less than 5 tonnes), the increase from 69% to 81% in Germany (due to the 
inclusion in the file of vessels from the former DDR) and the decreases in Italy (from 64% to 
52%) and the Netherlands (from 37% to 21%). 
Two countries, Italy and Spain, have between them over half of the EU's fishing vessels of 
more than 12 metres in length. 





















































Length class (meters) 
Source: Eurostat/DG XIV eurostat 
(number of vessels) 













































































































Source: Eurostat/DG XIV 
Fig. 3: Percentage of EU fishing vessels under 12 metres in 
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4: Size of national fishing fleets by tonnage classes 
Fig.4 shows that a very high proportion (84%) of the EU fishing vessels have a gross tonnage 
of less than 25 tonnes. (Note that the national authorities were not able to submit tonnage 
data for about 10% of the fishing fleet. A high proportion of these vessels are likely to be 
vessels of less than 25 tonnes.) Table 4 shows the breakdown of the national fishing fleets 
between vessels of less than 25 tonnes and those of 25 tonnes and over. With the exception 
of two Member States, Belgium and the Netherlands (with 4% and 31% respectively of 
vessels of less than 25 tonnes), all the national fleets have a high proportion of small 
vessels. 
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Source: Eurostat/DG XIV 
5: Age structure of national fishing fleets. 
Fig. 5 shows that there is a fairly even distribution of fishing vessels by age. About one third 
of the vessels are between 10 and 20 years old and one tenth are over 40 years of age. 












































Age classes (years) 
Source: Eurostat/DG XIV eurostat 
Table 5 shows the proportion of fishing vessels of less than 20 years of age on each of the 
Member States in 1991 and 1995. The oustanding feature is the relatively high proportion of 
vessels of less than 20 years of age in the French fleet in 1995 and the fact that this has 
increased significantly since 1991. Otherwise for the majority of countries the proportion 
was between 40 and 60% in 1995 and generally showed a slight decrease since 1991, 
indicating an incease in the average age of the fleet. 
Table 5: EU fishing fleet by age class 
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In the first paragraph on page 1, "from 2 084 to 2 024 tonnes (-2.9%) in terms of Gross 
Tonnage" should be replaced by "from 2.084 to 2.024 million tonnes (-2.9%) in terms of 
Gross Tonnage". 
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Methodological note 
These data were compiled from Eurostat's Statistical Register of EU Fishing vessels. This is 
updated annually from the administrative file established by the EU Commission's 
Directorate-General for Fisheries in application of Commission Regulation (CEE) no. 163/89 
of 24 January 1989. The coverage of the administrative file was not complete in the earlier 
years of its existence, particularly as regards the smaller vessels. 
The data referto the situation on 31 December of the reference year. 

